
Cabot School Board Statement on School Safety 

On April 8, 2019, the Cabot School Board of Directors discussed the threatening 

statements made by a student on April 2, 2019.  The School Board received a brief 

from the Principal and Superintendent, and specifically inquired into whether the 

administration followed appropriate policy, procedure, and law in its response.  The 

School Board makes the following findings: 

First, the administration, faculty, and staff of Cabot School have received 

appropriate training and have adequate systems in place to report and 

respond to threats against student or school safety.  In this situation, which 

occurred after regular school hours when there were no students at school, 

the incident was directly reported to the Principal, and she took immediate 

and appropriate steps to determine the credibility of the threat. Her initial 

conclusion that the threat was not credible was reasonable, and was made 

following discussion with the family of the child involved.  Specifically, she 

determined that there was an absence of firearms in the home, ensured 

parental awareness of the threat, and concluded that there was not an 

imminent threat to the safety – considering the totality of the circumstances.  

Nevertheless, following protocol the Vermont State Police were notified and 

requested to initiate investigation. 

Second, within six hours of the incident, investigation by school officials and 

Vermont State Police was completed.  The Principal contacted multiple 

families and was able to discuss the incident with children who witnessed the 

incident.  As the situation was not an emergency, the administration did not 

initiate an immediate broadcast message to families.  Instead, the 

Superintendent’s broadcast message was sent at the conclusion of the 

investigation and provided a concise and accurate set of facts for families. 

Finally, the administration has formulated appropriate responses for the 

children involved in the incident and will facilitate further school wide 

discussion and reflection relating to this incident.  Following spring break, 

several activities will be directed at education and other pro-social efforts to 

combat bullying and promote a positive school atmosphere. 

The School Board wishes to express deep concern over the use of social media in 

spreading incomplete, misleading, or inaccurate information about this incident as 

it was under investigation.  The spreading of rumors or unsubstantiated allegations 

can compromise the ability of investigators to gather information, taint the 

statements of individuals involved, and cause unnecessary fear or even panic.  In a 

situation where there is an immediate and credible threat of harm, school-wide 

broadcasts and releases from the Vermont State Police are the authoritative and 

appropriate mechanisms to disseminate information.  The School Board is confident 



that when the line between a routine student disciplinary matter and a threat to 

public safety is unclear that the administration will continue to err on the side of 

caution and promptly involve law enforcement, who will have the leading role in 

such situations. 

The administration and School Board have taken active steps to promote school 

safety, from both a facilities standpoint and a policy perspective.  In this fiscal year 

alone, the school has made significant enhancements to physical security, initiated 

an upgrade of the phone system for E-911 purposes, deepened the relationship with 

the Vermont State Police, and conducted training with all faculty and staff.  The 

School Board and administration stand ready to consider the forthcoming 

recommendations of the Governor’s Community Violence Prevention Task Force 

with respect to school and community safety.  The safety and well being of students, 

faculty, and staff is fundamental and has been and will continue to be a priority for 

the Cabot School District. 

      - Cabot School Board of Directors 


